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ABSTRACT

Ecotourism is a form of tourism management that prioritizes the process of community participation and
empowerment. Manusela National Park is one of the ecotourist attraction centers in Central Maluku Regency,
Maluku Province, and it has a distinctive as well as an endemic diversity of flora and fauna. Furthermore,
it is supported by local communities with the opportunity of being a source of ecotourism attraction.
Therefore, this study aims to examine ecotourism towards the activities of communities in buffer zones
following the capturing and trading of endemic bird species. Data collection techniques were implemented
by observing the habitat of endemic birds, and in-depth interviews were conducted to investigate the activities
of catching and trading by the community. Descriptive qualitative and quantitative analytical methods
were adopted in this study. Also, analysis of assistance to protect the development of socio-economic
measures before and after community-based ecotourism in the Manusela National Park was conducted.
The results showed that people increasingly understand the protection of endemic birds, which improves
the well-being of communities in the area. The activities of this community have an impact on the capture
and trading of endemic birds by increasing the interest of investments.
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Introduction

Different levels of conflicts have been regularly re-
ported between the government and the local com-
munity regarding the implementation of the na-
tional park area in Indonesia (Simangunsong, 2010;
Suramenggala, 2013; Hayati, et al., 2013). These con-
flicts arise because of the limited rights to access the
area or the perceptions of inequality between the

government and the community (Hidayat, 2011).
Furthermore, low socio-economic factors, and the
lack of socialization of the functions and benefits of
establishing a conservation area lead to invasive
activities of encroachment, hunting, animal trading,
shifting cultivation, and resource exploitation.
These activities accelerate the degradation of
biodiversity and loss of sustainability of forest func-
tions.
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To overcome the phenomena that occur in people
living in conservation areas, an alternative manage-
ment system is needed, which accommodates the
interests of the community and the function of es-
tablishing reserved centers as life support zones
(Dirawan, 2006 in Latupapua, 2015). Ecotourism is
an alternative natural resource management system
that is able to meet these two principles. This is be-
cause it only utilizes environmental services pro-
vided by nature in the form of fora fauna, land-
scape, and social culture of the community to be
developed instead of exploiting natural resources in
the region. Furthermore, it is a form of management
involving the sustainable use of forest ecosystems
which is economically beneficial, environmentally
friendly, technically applicable, and socially accept-
able by the community (Wakyudi et al., 2015).
Ecotourism prioritizes the process of conservation
and community empowerment directly with tour-
ists (Fandeli and Mukhlison, 2000 and Wakyudi et
al., 2015).

Recently, ecotourism activities in conservation
areas are becoming an interesting trend experienced
by tourists that wish to enjoy different forms of
tourism as usual (Satria, 2009; Haryono, 2010:
Lucyanti, et al., 2013). The interest in visiting conser-
vation areas with the motivation of gaining addi-
tional knowledge and experience offers the oppor-
tunities to utilize existing trends as tourist destina-
tions (Latupapua, 2015).

Meanwhile, some conservation areas contribute
positively to the development of ecotourism, for
example, Mount Ciremai National Park, where the
number of visits has increased considerably over a
five years (2007-2011) period from 8,478 to 331,258
tourists (Lucyanti, et al., 2013). Also, Bukit
Tigapuluh National Park based on observations
from 2006-2010 was increased from 1016 to 2233
visitors (Haryono, 2010). Similarly, West Bali Na-
tional Park since 2010-2013, has increased its annual
visits by more than 30 thousand tourists
(Suramenggala, 2013). This data shows the possibil-
ity of an ongoing shift sinceecotourism is predicted
to be a very prospective tourism market (Nugroho,
2011 in Latupapua, 2015).

Manusela National Park (MNP) is one of 2 Natu-
ral Conservation Areas in Maluku which is located
on Seram Island, North Seram District, Central
Maluku Regency. The determination of the
Manusela National Park (MNP) as a Conservation
Area followed the Decree of the Minister of Agricul-

ture No. 736 / Mentan / X / 1982 dated October 14,
1982, with an area of 174,545.59 Ha (Renstra Balai
MNP 2010-2014). Astronomically, MNP is located
between 129o9’3"-129o46’14" EL and 2o48’24"-
3o18’24"SL, and biogeographically located in the
Wallace Region. Therefore, the flora and fauna of
the Manusela National Park belong to the Wallace
biogeographical unit since it contains elements of
the Oriental and the Australasian Region
(Tuhumury, 2008). This condition causes the Na-
tional Park to have a very important collection of
endemic flora and fauna on the ground that it is
developed as an ecotourism destination
(Latupapua, 2015).

The potential attractiveness of flora and fauna,
especially bird species, in MNP provides the oppor-
tunity to develop an excellent attraction as a point of
interest in the development of birdwatching
ecotourism. The diversity of bird species following
the data obtained from the 2014 MNP Strategic Plan
is 196 species, 124 are settlement types, 72 are mi-
grant, 17 are endemic to Seram Island, and 41 are
protected by PP No.7 of 1999 (RENSTRA MNP,
2010- 2014). The endemic bird species of Seram Is-
land that have important values as birdwatching
objects include the Mollucan King parrot (Alisterus
amboinensis), the Salmon-crestedcockatoo (Cacatua
moluccensis), Red loru (Eos bornea), the blue eared
lory (Eos semilarvata), the purple nape of the neck
(Lorius domicella) ), and Elegangt Imperial-Pigeon
(Ducula concinna) (Latupapua, 2015;).

The high potential of endemic birds in the MNP
area allows the area manager to develop
birdwatching objects for enthusiasts to observe and
study their behavior (Asrianny et al., 2018).
Birdwatching activities are natural excursions with
an emphasis on human appreciation for the beauty
of birds that live freely in their habitat (in-situ), both
in the independence of their voices, the beauty of
their feathers and colors, as well as their unique be-
havior, including the rarity and specificity of species
with ecological value and culture (Muhammad,
2012). In addition, it has a very good prospect
(Susmiati, 2016), and in the research of Welforda,
(2013), this activity has been reported to have grown
on a global scale, where it has become a multi-mil-
lion dollar business in the United States and has
spread to tropical countries, including Indonesia.

Community-based ecotourism patterns are part
of development,which supports the full participa-
tion of local communities in the planning, imple-
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mentation, and management of businesses as well
as all the benefits concerned (Budi and Lestari,
2016). Furthermore, community-based ecotourism
in the resort district of Masihulan offers the oppor-
tunity to become actively involved as a property
manager, especially with bird watching objects. This
is because people that know and are familiar with
nature as well as all its potential are from the com-
munity. The application of community-based
ecotourism patterns is one of the conservation learn-
ing techniques for all parties since it plays a role in
preserving the diversity of bird species as well as
the surrounding ecosystem (Sukara et al., 2014;
Asrianny et al., 2018). Also, through community-
based ecotourism management / CBE, bird preser-
vation and community empowerment are improved
and realized respectively. This study aims to ana-
lyze the pattern of empowerment through commu-
nity-based ecotourism (CBE) in addressing hunting
activities and endemic bird trade in the Masihulan
Village of the Manusela National Park Utilization
Zone (MNP).

Research  Methods

The research was conducted in the village of
Masihulan, which is included inthe National Park
Management Section (SPTN) of Region I Wahai Re-
sort Masihulan, North Seram as well as Central
Malukudistrict. The determination of the study lo-
cation was based on purposive sampling since it is
a birdwatching observation area that was devel-
oped by Balai MNP with the community. A qualita-
tive research method was intensively conducted,
where the area managers participated in the field by
conducting a reflective analysis of the various docu-
ments and reports obtained. Therefore, this study
aims to describe, record, and analyze the commu-
nity-based ecotourism conducted by Balai MNP
with the village of Masihulan.

Several data collection techniques such as Litera-
ture Studies, observations, in-depth interviews (in-
depth interviews), and documentation were used.
Furthermore, with regards to qualitative research,
the term social situation, which is made up of
places, actors, and activities was used in this study.
Samples as data sources or as informants need to
meet the following criteria:

1. Those that master or understand something
through the process of enculturation, so that
something is not just known, but also lived.

2. Those classified as still being involved in the ex-
amined activities.

3. Those with sufficient time to be asked for infor-
mation.

4. Those that are not inclined to submit informa-
tion on their own “packaging”.

5. Those that were initially classified as “quite for-
eign” since it is more exciting to be a teacher or
resource person.

The social situation acting as the subject of this
study is the implementation of community-based
ecotourism (CBE) through the management and
development of birdwatching in the MNP utiliza-
tion zone. Furthermore, the informants were the
Head of Region III Manager of the Masihulan Re-
sort; Group Leader of the Masihulan Village En-
demic Bird Hunting and trade; Head of Section I of
Regional Management; Head of the local Guide
Group Masihulan Village, lodging owners, and
tourists.

Results and  Discussion

Potential Attractiveness of Endemic Birds in MNP
Utilization Zone

The results showed that there are 17 endemic bird
species which are potential objects in birdwatching
observations in the MNP Utilization Zone. These
species are presented in Table 1 below:

Based on the data in Table 1, it can be explained
that the endemic bird species found in the MNP
Masihulan Resort Utilization Zone area, included
up to 17 species and 9 families as the subject of top
attraction. The predominant species are from the
family Psittacidae (species of parrots/lories, cocka-
toos birds), namely the Mollucan King parot
(Alisterus amboinensis), Salmon-crestedcockatoo
(Cacatua moluccensis), Red lory (Eos bornea), Blue
eared lory (Eos semilarvata), and Purple-naped lory
(Lorius domicella).

Based on the regulations of PP No.7 / 1999, seven
of the 17 endemic species (47%) were protected. On
the contrary, the IUCN list (2013) reported 1, 14, and
2 types of bird species in the Endangered (EN;
Genting or Threatened), Vulnerable (Vu: Vulner-
able), and in the Data Deficient (DD: lack of data)
categories (data presented in figure 1) respectively.

The Attraction of Birds Based on Uniqueness and
Scarcity

The results of bird attractiveness assessment by 30
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respondents followed the level of uniqueness and
scarcity by using the distribution parameters. In
addition, these parameters were located in the avi-
fauna region, where the endemicity and global dis-
tribution, protection in Indonesian state legislation
(PP No.7/1999), the status of threat in IUCN, and
trade international CITES produce a bird attraction
value, which is observed by scoring between 12.34-
27.00. The results of the analysis further showed
that the endemic bird species fall into a very inter-
esting category (data presented in Table 2).

Based on the score of uniqueness and rarity, en-
demic bird species are protected according to PP
No.7 / 1999 on Preservation of Flora and Fauna
Types. Thee are about 7 species, namely Salmon-

crestedcockatoo (Cacatua moluccensis), Purple naped
lory, Lazuli Kingfisher, Seram friabird (Philemon
subcorniculatus), Moluccan king-parrot (Alisterus
amboinensis), Elegant Imperial-Pigeon (Ducula
concinna), Seram honeyeater (Lichmera monticola),
and Seram myzomela (Myzomela blasii). From these
species, 5 were categorized as very interesting,
while the remaining 2 were categorized as interest-
ing. The protected species are based on CITES Inter-
national trade, which is included in appendix I cat-
egory, 1 species is Cacatua moluccensis / maluku
parrot, while 16 other endemic birds were included
in appendix II. (Latupapua, 2015). The above data
showed that all endemic bird species in the MNP
Masihulan Resort utilization zone have
birdwatching opportunities since they are pro-
tected. The same opinion was expressed in the
study conducted by Lakiu et al. (2016), where it was
reported that birdwatching ecotourism objects are
endemic, migratory, and protected bird species.

Table 1. Endemic Bird Species at Utilization Zone, Masihulan Resort

No Bird Species Name English Name Family

1. Nuri raja Ambon (Alisterus amboinensis)End.S-Vu Moluccan king-parrot Psittacidae
2 Cikukuaseram  (Philemon subcorniculatus)End.S-Vu Seram friarbird Meliphagidae
3 Kakatua Maluku (Cacatua moluccensis)End.S –En Salmon-crestedcockatoo Psittacidae
4. Nurimaluku (Eos bornea)End.M-Vu Red lory Psittacidae
5 Nuritelingabiru (Eos semilarvata)End.S-Vu Blue eared lory Psittacidae
6 Isapmaduseram (Lichmera monticola)End.S-DD Seram honeyeater Meliphagidae
7 Kipasan Seram (Rhipiduradedemi)End.S-Vu Streak-breasted fantail Columbidae
8 Kasturitengkukungu (Loriusdomicella)End.S-Vu Purple-naped lory Psittacidae
9 Kepudang Seram  (Oriolusforsteni)End.S-Vu Seram oriole Campephagidae
10 Sikatanrimba dada loreng (Rhinomyasaddita)End.S-Vu Streak-breasted Rhinomyas Muscicapinae
11 Pergam tarut (Ducula concinna)End.S-Vu Elegant Imperial-Pigeon Columbidae
12 Cekakak lazuli (Halcyon lazuli)End.S.B.A-Vu Lazuli kingfisher Alcedinidae
13 Raja perlingseram (Basilorniscorythaix)End.S-Vu Long-crested myna Sturnidae
14 Myzomela seram (Myzomela blasii)End.S.B.A-DD Seram myzomela Zosteropidae
15 Srigunting seram (Dicrurus densus)End.S-Vu Wallacean drongo Dicruridae
16 Merpati Gunung Madastalkeri (Gymnophapsmada)End.S.B-Vu Long-tailed mountain pigeon Dicruridae
17 Kepudang sungu maluku (coracina atripceps)End.M-Vu Mollucan Cuckooshrike Campephagidae

Source: (Data Primer (2014). Ket: End. S=Endemik Seram; B=Endemik Buru; S.A.H=Seram, Ambon, Maluku;
Vu=Vulnerable.

Fig. 1. Composition of Endemic Bird Species in the TNM
Use Zone With scarcity and threat status.

Table 2. Scoring Evaluation of Bird Attraction based on
Uniqueness and Scarcity

No Score Interval Category Number of Bird
Species

1 5,00-12,33 Less Interesting 0
2 12,34-19,67 Interesting 0
3 19,68-27,00 Very Interesting 17

Source: Processed from Primary Data (2014).
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The Morphological Beauty of Endemic Birds as
Objects of Ecotourism Attraction

Following the results of the recapitulation of inter-
view data with a total of 30 tourist respondents at
the study area, the assessment of the endemic attrac-
tion of birds based on the morphological beauty led
to their attractiveness observed with an interesting
and very interesting score of 3% and 97% respec-
tively. About 29 (97%) respondents provided very
interesting ratings to endemic species with striking
color variations on the body and shapes. On the
contrary, only (3%) or 1 respondent provided an at-
tractive rating for all endemic bird species in the
study location. Furthermore, the respondents’ as-
sessment data on observed bird attraction following
their morphological beauty (beauty in color and
shape) is shown in Table 3 below.

for years. Besides the utilization of wood and me-
dicinal plants from the Manusela National Park
area, the Masihulan community also hunt and trade
endemic animals as part of their daily activities.

 Based on interviews with four resource persons,
it was reported that the community conduct hunt-
ing activities in order to meet their daily family
needs. The birds that have become the target of
hunting and trading since 1987-2003 are species
with high market values. Some of these endemic
birds include Salmon-crestedcockatoo, Moluccan
king-parrot, Blue eared lory, and Elegant imperial-
pigeon. These four species become idols for buyers
at the time since they are the focus of hunting by the
community.

Hunting activities conducted in the forest destroy
the national park management area.The species of
Salmon-crestedcockatoo that are captured on a
weekly basis is around 20-50 individuals, and each
of them is sold at Rp.25,000. For the species of the
Moluccan king- parrot, about 15 birds are captured
every week with a selling price of Rp.15,000 / tail.
Furthermore, for Elegant Imperial-Pigeon, about 12-
25 tails are captured weekly with a price of
Rp.15,000. About 100-200 Blue eared loryare cap-
tured weekly and are sold at a selling price of Rp.
8.000 / tail. Usually, there are 4 groups of endemic
birds hunted in the village of Masihulan. Consider-
ing the potential of bird resources in the national
park area, hunting becomes a permanent job since it
contributes to their source of living.

The pattern of Community-Based Ecotourism
Development in Masihulan Village (2003-present)

After months of being in the forest in an effort to
hunt many species of birds, there seems to be a will-
ingness in the Masihulan community to preserve
the biodiversity that is part of life in their environ-
ment. This was conducted through a process that
began in 2003, with the establishment of the Animal
Rehabilitation Center (PRS). The initial step in the
formation of the PRS was the induction of bird ob-
servers from Australia and the Travel Agent Man-
ager (Mr. Ceasar Riupassa). The motivation for the
establishment of this Animal Rehabilitation Facility
is to support bird conservation, especially for en-
demic and endangered / protected species on the
island of Seram. In addition, this PRS was set up to
be a rehabilitation center for avian birds obtained by
Balai TNM or BKSDA Central Maluku from prod-
ucts confiscated from the community.

Table 3. Assessment of Bird Attraction Based on Mor-
phological Beauty

Category Percent %

Less Interesting 3
Interesting 0
Very Interesting 97

Source: Processed from Primary Data (2014)

Hunting Patterns and Endemic Birds Trading
Activities by the Communities of the Stillulan Vil-
lage Before the Development of Ecotourism (1987-
2003).

The Masihulan village community is a typology
of dwellers that fully depend on the forest. The life
of this community began during the time of the an-
cestors of the Seram people. Living together around
the forest with a familiar pattern of behavior in na-
ture is very clearly seen in the daily life of the
Masihulan community. Utilization of wood and
animal forest products in meeting their needs be-
comes a daily routine. However, since 1982, with
the designation of Manusela National Park (MNP)
as a nature reserve, the community has received in-
formation restricting them from having access to the
forest. This is particularly linked to the use of natu-
ral resources that are part of the area managed by
the Manusela National Park (MNP).

Changes in the status of this area do not necessar-
ily become a rule that should be directly conducted
by the Masihulan community. Due to the unfavor-
able socio-economic conditions and the lack of jobs,
this has a direct impact on the activities conducted
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Hunters and sellers of birds gradually changed
their behavior of hunting since they were recruited
as workers in the Animal Rehabilitation Center
(PRS) of the Masihulan Village. Furthermore, this
activity initiated the community-based ecotourism
management which was formed by Mr. Ceasar
Riupassa. The socialization process and the intro-
duction of birdwatching tourism became the initial
lessons in shaping the people’s understanding and
knowledge of forest resource conservation. The
community-based ecotourism management model
in the village of Masihulan begins with the forma-
tion of a local guide and a porter tourism group. The
local guide group has the task and functions as a
planner in determining the location and times of
bird behavior monitoring. In contrast, the porter
group is responsible for setting up observation fa-
cilities such as tree houses, tracking paths, and ac-
commodation facilities in the forest. This
birdwatching ecotourism activity began to develop
since there were 3 groups of bird observers from
America in 1995. Primarily, the bird observers con-
ducted studies on Cacatua molucensis, and several
other endemic bird species.Thereafter, the bird
catching action was gradually reduced and the in-
volvement in the management of ecotourism was
increasingly enhanced.

The form of community involvement in the village
of Masihulan

The concept of community-based ecotourism which
is practiced in the Masihulan community can be ex-
plained by the theory of WWF (2009). According to
WWF Indonesia (2009), community-based
ecotourism is an effort to manage objects of attrac-
tion that focuses on active participation. This is
based on the fact that the community has knowl-
edge about nature and culture that are potential at-
tractions for tourists (Hijriati and Mardiana, 2014).
Furthermore, community-based ecotourism pat-
terns consist of planning, monitoring, and evalua-
tion. The participation in the management of bird
watching products for the attractiveness of
ecotourism can be seen from the planning phase to
managing the diversity and monitoring the evalua-
tion of activities.

Planning Phase

The implementation of the management of
birdwatching in Masihulan Village is the first step
in realizing collaborative management, between the

MNP hall and the community as well as NGOs
through the development of ecotourism attractions.
The empowerment process begins by providing
opportunities in joint decision-making to determine
the location of endemic/protected birds as an object
of pre-eminent attraction in observing birdwatching
ecotourism. Meanwhile, the involvement of the
community as an important actor was recognized
by the MNP Office since they knew more about en-
demic bird species and their populations, distribu-
tion, and behavior as well as their habitat.Therefore,
the MNP hall was used as the spot for developing
birdwatching observation. The house was con-
structed with the help of the community and the
selected trees used for this construction were of the
tallest species in the area. For house facilities in the
village of Masihulan were built on a 50 m high Intsia
bijuga tree.

Implementation Phase

Managing a tourist attraction in a national park area
is part of a nature protection strategy. Therefore, the
management to be applied needs to be in line with
the objectives of managing a conservation area.
Hijriati and Mardiana (2014), suggested that com-
munity-based ecotourism patterns recognize the
right to manage tourism activities in their custom-
ary areas.Managers of the Masihulan Community
try to arrange birdwatching spots in accordance
with established rules. Furthermore, the number of
visits is adapted to the limits of the area’s occupa-
tional power, and visitors’ activities are strived not
to disturb/damage the habitat of the animals.

The effects of the management phase conducted
were observed during the study.The road leading to
the birdwatching spot was kept in a good condition
devoid of organic waste.Furthermore, interpretation
boards were laid along the road for visitors about
endemic bird species. Generally, the information
provided is related to the shape, name, ecological
conditions (growth requirements, and habitat con-
ditions), distribution area, and morphology of the
birds. Also, the management of the Masihulan com-
munity established an observation spot for non-en-
demic species of animals with unique shapes and
colors that are of interest to tourists. Spot bird
watching in the Resort still focused on 2 locations,
namely Masihulan and Illie. Both of these locations
are habitats that are very suitable for birdwatching
development because they are supported by the
high diversity and population of species in the area.
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Data related to the distribution of endemic bird spe-
cies in the area of the Masihulan Utilization zone is
presented in Figure 2 below.

The monitoring and evaluation phase

The monev phase needs to be examined comprehen-
sively in the planning and implementation aspects.
This is because it evaluates the current circum-
stances in order to pursue future strategies, which
support the management of a more optimal variety.
In this phase, the implementation of monitoring and
evaluation is conducted in an integrated manner
between the MNP, Polhut, and the community. Fur-
thermore, monitoring is conducted to evaluate the
phases concerned with the implementation of com-
munity-based ecotourism at the Resort Masihulan.
This was achieved through the development of
birdwatching attraction objects while following the
plan of action agreed at the planning phase.

The results obtained from the office MNP staff,
such as the head of the SPTN I Resort Masihulan
showed that there have been processes of change,
which lead to empowerment in managing commu-
nity-based ecotourism. However, improvements
should be made toward optimal and integrated
management. At this point, it is also necessary to
have a strategy in place to strengthen the empower-
ment of the Masihulan community. The empower-
ment process, which is more community-centered,
should provide opportunities or better access to
production in addition, it should strengthen the po-
sition of transactions and economic business part-
nerships. The empowerment program should di-
rectly involve the Masihulan community to be effec-
tive since it is based on their wishes, abilities, and
needs.

Impact of Community-Based Ecotourism in
Masihulan Village

The process of involving the Masihulan community
inecotourism management has a direct positive im-
pact on the ecological, socio-cultural, and economic
conditions of the region (Prihanta et al., 2017). From
an ecological perspective, changes in community
behavior provide opportunities for endemic bird

Fig. 2. Distribution of endemic species in the Masihulan
Utilization Zone

The data presented in Figure 3 explains that the
Moluccan king-parrot has the highest percentage of
distribution at 7.65%, followed by Salmon-
crestedcockatoo species at 6.84%, blue eared lory at
6.76%, purple naped lory at 6.55%, and Elegant Im-
perial-Pigeon at 5.67%.

The type and distribution are strongly influenced
by the needs of a bird species in the tree strata. For
endemic species of Salmon-crestedcockatoo,
Moluccan king-parrot, and Elegant imperial-pigeon,
a distribution of only one strata (strata B) is re-
quired. The selection is only for one strata because it
is assumed that the requirements have been fulfilled
(Norwens, 2017). In addition, the distribution of
birds in the strata is influenced by the needs of feed
and shelter (Nur et al., 2013)

Table 4 showed that the birds with a high level of
abundance are the endemic species of Moluccan
king-parrot. It has the highestaverage encounters of
12 individuals/day, then followed by Elegant Impe-
rial-pigeon (10 individuals/day). The Salmon-
crestedcockatoo, blue eared lory and purple naped
lory have (8 individuals/day) each (Persulessy,
2018).

Table 4. Encounter the Number of Endemic Bird Animals Per Day in the Masihulan Area

No Name of Bird Species English Name “Encounter Average

1. NuriRajaAmbon (Alisterus amboinensis)End.S-Vu Moluccan king-parrot 12
2 Kakatua Maluku (Cacatua moluccensis)End.S -En Salmon-crestedcockatoo 8
3 Nuritelingabiru (Eos semilarvata)End.S-Vu Blue eared lory 8
4 Kasturitengkukungu (Loriusdo micella)End.S-Vu Purple-napedlory 8
5 Pergamtarut (Ducula concinna)End.S-Vu Elegant Imperial-Pigeon 10

Source: Primary data (2017)
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species to live freely and thrive in their habitat. This
is supported by the study of Persulessy (2018),
which explains that the abundance of bird species in
a quiet location has a wealth index value (R) of
7,96515-11,212 which is above the high criteria of R>
4. It means the level of bird species abundance in the
studied location is still very high.

The impact of community-based ecotourism
from the socio-economic aspect is seen through the
increasingly open-access of the community of
Masihulan to the outside world, Therefore, it pro-
vides a change of attitude in socializing, speaking,
understanding of mindset, and the emergence of
self-confidence since their village has a value of at-
traction for tourists. In addition, there is an eco-
nomic flow that is directly obtained when the com-
munity prepares various needs for tourists during
birdwatching activities. The more tourists visit the
area, the more businesses and jobs the community
can do. This economic impact is a determining fac-
tor that influences the behavior of the community
regarding the protection of endemic animals
(Widyasari, 2013). Furthermore, the research results
of Fildzah et al. (2016) reported that the develop-
ment of community ecotourism creates new jobs
and enables the preservation of nature and culture.

Conclusion

The position of the Manusela National Park (MNP)
within the Wallacea unit qualifies the park as an
area rich in biodiversity, especially bird species.
Furthermore, ecotourism management through the
development of birdwatching objects places the in-
digenes of the Masihulan community as object man-
agers. Activities such as birdwatching ecotourism
have a positive impact on the community. This re-
sults in behavioral changes through an increased
public understanding of conserving endemic bird
biodiversity, improving the welfare that affects their
capture and trade behavior, as well as changes in
the level of ecotourism attractions. Also, community
management improves the development of
birdwatching objects, which affect the activities of
capturing and trading endemic birds in the
Manusela National Park (MNP).
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